
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal School for the Deaf Derby  
Newsletter for Parents and Carers  
September 2014 

Welcome to Autumn Term 2014 
 We have welcomed new staff in all departments.  Melanie Beach and Kathleen Sewell  - teachers in 

Secondary; Sandra Burton and Nancy Southworth – teachers in Primary; Marzia Sharma – Positive Behaviour 

Support EA in Secondary; Sally Morris Positive Behaviour Support EA in Primary; Michelle Quayle Positive 

Behaviour Support EA in Secondary and Post 16 and we are happy that Lorna Bradley is back from 

maternity leave, she is job-sharing with Verna Shipley 

 A lot of work has been done on the campus during the summer holidays including completion of the new 

toilets in EYFS; upgrading of the ladies toilets in secondary; yellow lining of paths; continuing work on 

Friargate House ready for opening on 6 October; continuing repair work on the school roof; phase 1 of 

campus fascia replacements starting with main residence; further IT enhancements. 

 Annual Reviews for Y6, Y11 and Post 16 start again in October.  Invitations to attend are being sent out and 

reports will follow.  These reviews are your opportunity to discuss your child’s education.  Reminder for Y11 

parents/carers – you should have visited Post-16 provision in your home area before you come to the review.  

Post 16 leavers should be visiting universities or local colleges with parents/carers before their Annual 

Review so that resources can be put in place to ensure a smooth transition. 

 A Calendar of Events for this term is enclosed and is available on our website.  See key dates on each 

section of this newsletter 

 Parents and carers told us that it is very difficult for deaf pupils to access clubs and interest groups in 

their area. We applied for a grant and are delighted to inform you that we have started a comprehensive 

Enrichment Programme in Secondary and Primary Departments.  Activities include homework, cycling, 

Computer Coding, Football, Art, Chess and Strategy games, Film club, Animal Conservation, Crafts, 

Gymnastics, Cooking, and Library time   This also ties in with the new timing of the school day  

 The Primary Parent/Carer Forum was well received last term.  All parents and carers of primary pupils are 

welcome to this term’s session on 1 October at 09.15.   Interpreters provided. 

 Primary Parents and Carers Evening is on 23 October from 16.15 – 18.00. 

 Secondary Parents and Carers Evening is on 10 November from 17.00 – 19.00. 

 We will celebrate the achievements of last year’s leavers with lunch and presentations  

on Friday 7 November (details to follow) 

 In July the Chair of the Trust Board and I were invited to a Charity 

Reception at Chatsworth House.  We were amazed to find that the event was 

to be held in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of 

Edinburgh.  We were presented to them both and they showed a keen interest 

in our school.  It was an incredible day! 

 Our newsletters are published on our website www.rsd-derby.org and will be on our new noticeboards.  We 

are, however, trying to move with the times!  In future we will text you when newsletters are published on 

the website but if you would still like a paper copy let us know.  Please make sure we have an up to date 

contact number so you get our text messages.  Thanks 

 

Cheryll Ford 

Principal 

 

01332 362512 voice/minicom 

07500878565 voice/text 

01332 299708 Fax 

principal@rsdd.org.uk 

www.rsd-derby.org 

 

 

Safeguarding 
Safeguarding continues to be our highest priority.  If you have any serious concerns please contact Cheryll 

Ford who is the named person. 

Please remember it is your responsibility to supervise your children when dropping them off and picking them 

up from school and when waiting to meet them.  The car park can be hazardous at these times and you must 

be extremely vigilant.  Thank you. 

 

 

http://www.rsd-derby.org/
mailto:principal@rsdd.org.uk
http://www.rsd-derby.org/


Welcome to Primary 

 

Donna Emery 

Head of Primary Department 

 

01332 362512  

01332 299708 Fax 

donna.emery@rsdd.org.uk 

Key dates for your diary 

01 October – Primary Parent/Carer Forum 

17 October – Harvest Festival 

20 October – Y6 Annual Reviews start 

23 October – Parent/Carer Evening  

06 November – School Photographs 

10 & 11 December - Christmas Play 

17 December - Christingle 

 

My name is Donna Emery and I am the Head of our fun and vibrant Primary Department.  What an 

exciting start we have had to the year, children have arrived delighted to be back and settled very 

quickly into their new classes and routines. The staff are thrilled with their new classes and 

welcome the opportunity to get to know you and your families.  Please use the home school books as 

a link for communication.  There will be other opportunities to meet up with the staff throughout 

the year.  

 

This year in particular we have had a dynamic start, as we welcomed an extra 4 very experienced 

primary teachers and an additional EA to the team.  Also the introduction of our enhancement 

opportunities for your children on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday are being thoroughly 

enjoyed.  I am very lucky to have regular updates about their popularity from our school council 

members, and the children tell me themselves about the positive impact these activities are having 

on them.  Each term children can join a different activity and this term they have been able to 

make 3 choices from the following list – Cycling, Computer Coding, Football, Art, Chess and Strategy 

games, Film club, Animal Conservation, Crafts, Gymnastics, Cooking, Library time, Games.  Wow! 

What amazing varied opportunities and experiences they have a choice from  

 

As part of our sports grant we have invested the money wisely in training and buying additional 

PE/Bike equipment, but one of the most exciting opportunities we have organised is providing your 

children with a terms training at a specialist Gymnastic centre in Uttoxeter, complete with 

specialist coaches who train children at GB representation level.  The equipment the children are 

using is amazing and believe me when I say the workout for both children and staff is fun but 

exhausting! (for staff)  

 

Every Thursday we have a Celebration Assembly to celebrate any successes throughout the week, 

including children of the week and class of the week.  Please let us know if your child has achieved 

anything at home or in other outside activities, nothing is too small to celebrate. 

 

My contact information is above.  The teachers welcome any chats with you and should you want to 

discuss any issues or just want to share some information (especially good news) I am always 

available.   Appointments can be made to meet with me throughout Monday to Thursday however I 

teach all day on a Friday, but would be available after the school day. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:donna.emery@rsdd.org.uk


Welcome to Secondary 
 

 

Lucy Noble 

Joint Secondary 

Department Co-

ordinator 

lucy.noble@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Diana Whitmill 

Joint Secondary Department 

Co-ordinator 

diana.whitmill@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Key dates for your diary 

17 October – Shakespeare Festival Performance at 

the Guildhall, Derby 

19 November – Secondary Parent/Carer Forum 

23 October – Y11 Post 16 Information Evening 

 

03 November – Y11 Annual Reviews start 

06 November – School Photographs 

10 November – Parent/Carer Evening 

17 December - Christingle 

 
 
Welcome back to a new school year in the Secondary department!  We are delighted to see so many 

students, old and new, in years 7 to 11.   

 

Lucy Noble and Diana Whitmill jointly run the department and their contact details are above. 

 

The young people look smart in their uniform.  Their planners and diaries have been set up so you 

can see their timetables and keep up to date with what they are doing.  We hope you have found the 

information books useful.  The tutors will have contacted you and please feel free to get in touch 

with them if you have any concerns or would like to make any suggestions. 

 

The Enrichment Programme has started and activities include homework, cycling, drama, media 

studies etc.   

 

As always we have loads of events through the term and we would like to tell you about a few of 

them.  This term, we are preparing a secondary drama, but this year we have been invited to be part 

of the Derby Shakespeare festival.  The performance will take place on 17th October at the 

Guildhall in Derby and not at Christmas. We hope you will join us to support the young people at this 

exciting event.  At Christmas we will have a grand Christingle service and our second major drama 

event will be in the summer term 

mailto:lucy.noble@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:diana.whitmill@rsdd.org.uk


Welcome to Post 16 
 

 

Jane Hainsworth 

Post 16 Co-ordinator 

07500 878571 

jane.hainsworth@rsdd.org.uk 

Key Dates for your diary  

23 October Y11 Post 16 Information Evening 

06 November – School photographs 

07 November - Celebration Afternoon 

24 November – Post 16 Annual Reviews start 

17 December – Christingle Service 

 
The young people have enjoyed their induction and are now keen to get on with their courses at our 

provider placements.  These include Derby College, Burton College, TopTec, etc.  Courses range 

from A levels through to Painting and Decorating.  All students are supported off site and attend 

tutorials in the Department.  English and maths classes have begun and we will shortly start work on 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Silver and Gold Levels. They also have access to our on-

site speech and language therapy, audiology and nurse.   Homework club has started and we would 

appreciate your support in encouraging your young people to attend. 

 

Thank you for your patience over the confusion about start dates for some of the students.  This 

was beyond our control 

 
Key Staff (see Handbook for contact details) 

 

Satwant Hayre 

Teacher 

 

Helen Pilgrim 

Teacher 

 

Steve Barker 

Senior TSC 

 

Keeley Rodgers 

Senior TSC 

mailto:jane.hainsworth@rsdd.org.uk


Welcome to Residence 
 

 

Neil Gorse 

Head of Residence 

07500878592 

neil.gorse@rsdd.org.uk 

I am available as follows 

Monday  08.00 – 10.00 

 14.00 – 22.00 

Tuesday  14.00 – 22.00 

Wednesday  14.00 – 22.00 

Thursday   14.00 – 22.00 

Friday  09.00 – 11.00 

 

My name is Neil Gorse and I am Head of Residence.  I can be contacted during the hours listed 

above, please leave a message if you can’t get hold of me.   The Heads of House would also be happy 

to hear from you and work with you in all aspects of the care of your children.  I am currently 

improving my qualifications by studying Applied Social Work at Derby University. 

 

Our residential pupils have a very lively time with planned recreational activities including football, 

cycling, shopping, swimming, visits to town and going out for meals.  The staff thoroughly enjoy the 

opportunity of getting to know your children in an informal and fun setting.  We are lucky to have 

our own sports hall for after school sporting activities and outside professionals come in to help 

with clubs such as Boxercise and Sportsability.  We support students in achieving independence and 

personal development in all areas of their lives and help them in the transition process to the 

outside community. 

 

We are looking forward to opening our refurbished residence, Friargate House, at the beginning of 

next month until then the following houses are in use 

   

 

Dovedale House 

01332 547671 

07500878598 

My name is Tony Hewitt and I am Head 

of Dovedale House. 

Please contact me if you have any 

queries 

 

Morris House 

01332 547656 

07500878593 

07500878595 

My name is Julie Holdsworth and I am 

Head of Morris House. 

Please contact me by text if you have 

any queries 

 

House 18 

01332 547670 

07500878596 

 

My name is Dan Woodward and I am 

Head of House 18. 

Please contact me if you have any 

queries 

 

Student House 

01332 547662 

07500878597 

 

My name is Michaela Gaunt and I am 

Head of Student House. 

Please contact me if you have any 

queries 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holidays taken during 

school time interfere with your 

child’s education.   

Many Local Authorities have 

informed us that they are 

unwilling to fund an out of 

county placement if a child 

goes on holiday during term 

time.  
Holidays taken in school time 

must be for reasons other than 

cheap holidays.  Any other 

holidays or visits have to be 

recorded as unauthorised.   

School 

Photographs 
Tempest will be in school on 

Thursday 6th November 

2014 to take individual 

photographs.  Please make 

sure your child is wearing 

uniform on that day 

(including black blazers for 

secondary) and that they 

look neat and tidy!   

Congratulations to our pupils and students!  
Our pupils work at many different levels and we closely monitor their 

progress.  This is shared with you at parents’ evenings and at their annual 

reviews.  From their starting point they all make good to outstanding 

progress  

Our Primary did well in their SATS and parents have been informed. 

Secondary Department highlights of our examination results – further 

details available at school. 

Secondary:  Y11 Pupils achieved well from their starting place.  GCSE grade 

boundaries were raised and the speaking and listening parts of English (BSL 

for our pupils) were removed.  Results were improved on last year’s.   

77% of them achieved 5 A – G or equivalent, 46% achieved 5 A – G inclusive 

of English and Maths.  

Post 16:  1 student achieved his A levels and is off to Nottingham Trent 

University to do; others achieved BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art and 

Design with the triple grade Distinction; BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in 

Art and Design with the triple grade Merit. 

Privacy Notice 
We are required to let you know about sharing information with other education organisations and I am enclosing 

a Privacy Notice for your information.  It is a ‘wordy’ document but in essence it asks that you agree to share 

basic information about your child with appropriate establishments.  This allows them to plan resources, grants, 

etc.  If you have any objections please let us know as soon as possible. 

Derby County  

Season Tickets 
The school  

has 6 season  

tickets for  

DCFC home  

matches.   

If you would like to borrow 

them to use with your children 

at the weekends please 

contact Helen Shepherd 
helen.shepherd@rsdd.org.uk  

Literacy 
We continue to strive to raise standards in reading 

 and writing.  Please encourage your children to read  

by borrowing books from the library, giving them  

access to the written word in newspapers, magazines  

and through subtitles.  
 

 

The use of mobile phones, electronic devices and 

social networking sites   
We do not have a ‘lock down’ on the use of mobile phones.  Pupils are taught to 

use them safely, appropriately and to manage ‘risk’ for themselves in various 

environments e.g. in school, in residence, at home, in offsite education and 

within the wider community   The use of Facebook and other social networking 

sites is not allowed in school.  Some of our pupils have been upset by comments 

made on Facebook so please monitor their use of their smart phones, iPods, 

iPads etc.  Thank you. 

Breakfast and After School Clubs 
Please see enclosed letter and if you are interested  

return the slip to me by Friday 26 September 2014. 

  

mailto:helen.shepherd@rsdd.org.uk


Key staff 

 

Cheryll Ford  

Principal 

01332 362512 voice/minicom 

07500878565 voice/text 

01332 299708 Fax 

 

principal@rsdd.org.uk 

www.rsd-derby.org 

 

Helen Shepherd 

11 – 19 Co-ordinator 

07500 878572 

helen.shepherd@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Jane Hainsworth 

Post 16 Co-ordinator 

07500 878571 

jane.hainsworth@rsdd.org.uk 

 

 

Lucy Noble 

Joint Secondary Department 

Co-ordinator 

lucy.noble@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Diana Whitmill 

Joint Secondary Department 

Co-ordinator 

diana.whitmill@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Donna Emery 

Head of Primary Department 

donna.emery@rsdd.org.uk 

 

 

Jenneke Brown Bollen 

EYFS Co-ordinator 

jenneke.brown@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Neil Gorse 

Head of Residence 

07500878592 

neil.gorse@rsdd.org.uk  

 

Tony Quipp 

Bursar 

tony.quipp@rsdd.org.uk  

 

Lorna Bradley 

School Nurse 

lorna.bradley@rsdd.org.uk 

 

Verna Shipley 

School Nurse 

verna.shipley@rsdd.org.uk  

 

   
Jane Booth 

Audiologist 

jane.booth@rsdd.org.uk 

Emmy Pratt 

Speech and Language Therapist 

emmy.pratt@rsdd.org.uk 

Helen Starczewski 

Speech and Language Therapist 

Helen.Starczewski@rsdd.org.uk 

 

mailto:principal@rsdd.org.uk
http://www.rsd-derby.org/
mailto:helen.shepherd@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:jane.hainsworth@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:lucy.noble@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:diana.whitmill@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:donna.emery@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:jenneke.brown@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:neil.gorse@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:tony.quipp@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:lorna.bradley@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:verna.shipley@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:jane.booth@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:emmy.pratt@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:Helen.Starczewski@rsdd.org.uk


Privacy Notice 
Royal School for the Deaf Derby processes personal data about its pupils and is a ‘data controller’ in 
respect of this for the purposes of the Data Protection Act 1998.   
It processes this data to: 

 support its pupils’ teaching and learning 

 monitor and report on their progress 

 provide appropriate pastoral care 

 support a young person in their transition to a post 16 provider of education or training 

 assess how well the school as a whole is doing. 
 
This data includes contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information, 
characteristics such as ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. 
 
This data may only be used or passed on for specific purposes allowed by law.  From time to time the 
school is required to pass on some of this data to local authorities (LA’s), the Department for Education 
(DfE), and to agencies that are prescribed in law, such as the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority 
(QCA), Ofsted, the Young People’s Learning Agency (YPLA), the Department of Health (DH), Primary 
Care Trusts (PCT), and the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) that require access to data for the Learner 
Records Service.  All these are data controllers in respect of the data they receive and are subject to the 
same legal constraints by law in how they deal with the data. 
 
Pupils as data subjects, have certain rights under the Data Protection Act, including a general right to be 
given access to personal data held about them by the data controller.  The presumption is that by the age 
of 12 a child has sufficient maturity to understand their rights and to make an access request themselves, 
if they wish.  A parent would normally be expected to make a request on a child’s behalf if the child is 
younger. 
 
If you wish to access your personal data, or that of your child, then please contact the relevant 
organisation in writing.  Details of these organisations can be found in the full text version of the privacy 
notice, or for those pupils/parents where this is not practical, a hard copy can be obtained from your 
school principal@rsdd.org.uk  
 
Post 16  
The school will share demographics and personal characteristics of a young person with post 16 
providers who are a progression route for RSDD learners. These providers may be able to offer choices 
to the young person which could improve their life chances and enable them to make a positive 
contribution. The information will also be shared as part of the September Guarantee Process which is a 
statutory obligation for Children Services to ensure that all young people are offered appropriate learning 
opportunities. 
 
The information that will be shared is outlined in Annex 1 of the full text version of the privacy notice. 
 
However, parents, or the pupils themselves if aged 16 or over, can ask that no information beyond name 
and address (for pupils and parents) be passed on to Post 16 providers.  If as a parent, or as a pupil aged 
16 or over, you wish to opt-out and do not want Post 16 providers to receive from the school information 
beyond name and address, then please contact your school principal@rsdd.org.uk  
 
Your attention is drawn to the full text version of this Privacy Notice, which gives supplementary 
information about the processing of pupil data by the organisations mentioned above, and gives greater 
details of how pupil data is processed and the rights of parents and pupils.  You can get a copy by 
contacting your school. 
 

mailto:principal@rsdd.org.uk
mailto:principal@rsdd.org.uk

